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MEETING LOCATION: Church of the Beatitudes
555 W. Glendale Ave., Phoenix, AZ, 85021
ADDITIONAL PARKING - NW CORNER OF 7TH AVE. & GLENDALE AVE.
ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE CHURCH

UPCOMING PROGRAM - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2012

Our program for October will be Chuck Kominski and his son Harris.
Chuck and Harris retraced a collecting trip this past August to the Thomas

Range in Utah and the Crystal Peak area of central Colorado that they last
visited in 2008. They will describe the collecting localities, and the minerals

found during their 8  -day, 2,500 -mile journey.

Chuck Kominski is a Chemical Engineer living here in Phoenix the last 20

years with his wife, Dawn, and sons Charlie (16) and Harris (11). He was
introduced to field collecting in 2003 by family friend Brian Beck (our past
May speaker) and has been an avid field collector ever since. Chuck and

his sons have collected all over Arizona as well as other western states such
as California, New Mexico, Utah and Colorado.

This program should be of interest to our junior members as Harris is 11
and he has collected some very good specimens and will be presenting part
of the program. Juniors come and be inspired! - Ray Grant

rﬁ
Southern Portion of the Thomas Range, One of the localities visited by
Utah, an area known as the Cove , Chuck and Harris Kominski, the
which is an official BLM rockhounding site Smoky Hawk claim near Lake
and has produced topaz, red beryl, George Colorado.
psuedobrookite, and garnet.
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NEEDED!!

VOLUNTEER LIST - ASOF9 -14-2012
Earth Science Museum
Family Days Rock & Gem Show

MSA WHEEL OF (MINERAL) FORTUNE BOOTH

REQUIRES AT LEAST 2 PEOPLE AT ALL TIMES

& 3 PEOPLE ARE EVEN BETTER!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2012

9:00 - 11:00 A.M. Dave Lay

11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. Chris Whitney-Smith

11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. Lois Splendoria

1:00 - 2:00 P.M. Julie Massey
2:00 - 3:00 P.M. OPEN
3:00 - 5:00 P.M. OPEN
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2012

9:00 A.M.- 5:00 P.M. Ed Nichols

9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. OPEN
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. OPEN
1:00 - 3:00 P.M. OPEN
3:00 - 5:00 P.M. OPEN

MSA KIDS BOOTH
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2012

9:00 - 11:00 A.M. Chris Whitney-Smith

1:00 - 2:00 P.M. Jeremy Main
1:00 - 3:00 P.M. OPEN
3:00 - 5:00 P.M. OPEN

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2012

9:00 - 11:00 A.M. OPEN
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. OPEN
1:00 - 3:00 P.M. OPEN
3:00 - 5:00 P.M. OPEN
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PRESI DENT6S MESSAGE

The program this month is especially good for juniors. Chuck Kominski and his
son, Harris, (11 years old) made a trip in August to Utah and Colorado. They
found some great things that they will show at the meeting. What | really liked
about their presentation is one, you could still go out collecting and with some
effort find good things, and two, a junior collector (Harris) found some of the
best specimens. We need to keep encouraging the juniors. There are two
months left before the junior thumbnail contest in December. And, the Flagg
Mineral Foundation is going to continue the junior thumbnail contest on to the
Flagg Show in January. Juniors will be able to exhibit thumbnails at the Flagg
Show and compete for prizes. Watch for details as we get them.

For field trips we have the coalition trips in September and October. There will
be no separate MSA trip in October because we need to put our time into the
ESM Family Day, October 20 and 21. We need volunteers to help and the show
organizers also need help from the clubs (see request and information in this
newsletter). We will have a signup sheet for volunteers at the October meeting.
We are planning a work day to get things ready for the Family Day, it will be
Saturday, October 6, at 9: 30 a. m. at
Mesa.

Dondét forget to go to the State Fair,
exhibits. The fair keeps cutting back on this part so if you go, let them know it

is important. The MSA is one of the few clubs that still has awards for exhibits

at the fair. This year there is a best fossil exhibit award and the Marc Watson
award for the best quartz specimen. Betty Deming will have an MSA exhibit
there, and she takes care of the MSA awards.

| invite all MSA members to step up with ideas for club activities and field trips,
please volunteer to help us with all our ongoing plans.

Ray Grant

Un

an

c |

Harris Kominski with a smoky
guartz and amazonite specimen
that he collected at Goethite Hill

located near Sportsman's
Paradise, Colorado.
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ARIZONA MINERAL
COLLECTO R
NUMBER 151

By Dr. Raymond Grant

| am working on a chapter about Arizona gemstones for a new edition of
the Mineralogy of Arizona. The plan is to have all new chapters in the
introductory portion of the book. The last edition (3 rd) only had revisions of the
chapters from the earlier editions.

Unfortunately, the precious gems seem to be missing in Arizona. The only
diamonds found here are in the Canyon Diablo meteorite, where they formed
under the high pressure of the impact. There are some kimberlite pipes, where
people have looked, but there have been no diamonds found.

| wrote about a possible emerald location near Crown King in an earlier
column, but | have never seen any emeralds and none have been verified from
Arizona.

There is corundum in the state, but it seems not rubies or sapphires. There
I S a reference t o oObl ue, red, and whi t e
andalusite from the Grand Wash cliffs, Red Lake district, Mohave County in the
second edition of Mi nerals of Ari zona by
anything about this locality, but it might be worth looking into. One problem is
finding out where the Red Lake district is, as that name is not used in the
references that | have. | have been to the Ruby No. 1 claim near Kingman, where
there are corundum crystals in mica schist. They might have a limited lapidary
interest, but the color was more gray and brown, no rubies there. There are also
a couple of corundum localities in Pinal County, but | have not seen specimens
from these localities.

So right now, no precious gems in Arizona. But there are many other
mi nerals used in |l apidary wor k. Next month

MSA Members Are Invited:
North Mountain Visitors Center is celebrating Earth Science Week
Monday, October 15, 2012
12950 N. 7th St., Phoenb6:30- 8:30 p.m.
6:30 to 7:15¢ Meet and greet, tour of the Center
7:1510 8:00c Speaker5 N3 wl @ Y2y R DNJ yi LINBa
iKS t K2SyAE | NBI €
8:00 to 8:30¢c Refreshments
R.S.V.P. by October 14th @ 68351962

(0p))
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH - Topaz

& m L6 ;
: : ‘K Topaz from Topaz Mountain
Pl ol N Juab County, Utah
(Photo by Ray Grant)

This specimen, donated by Phil Richardson,
will be a junior door prize at the October
2012 meeting.

B N e

Members are invited to bring one sample from their collection of the mineral of
the month and give a brief story about where they collected it or something about the
specimen. Unknown minerals for identification can still be brought to the
meetings.

Mineral of the Month for October is topaz.

Topaz is an aluminum silicate with fluoride and hydroxide. It is usually found in
granite, granite pegmatites, and rhyolite.
Topaz is normally colorless, but can be blue, yellow, brown, and rarely pink. It is
orthorhombic in crystal form, it has a hardness of 8 on the hardness scale, and it has
good basal cleavage.
There are a few topaz locations in Arizona. Galbraith, 1959, reports masses
weighing up to several hundred pounds in a coarse grained granite from the Dos
Cabezas Mountains in Cochise County. There are a few other pegmatite localities and a
few rhyolite localities for topaz in Arizona similar to the ones in Utah to be described in
the October program. There are still topaz occurrences to be found in Arizona, for
example in Bl ake, 1909, he gives the following
sent to the Arizona School of Mines from Mr. J. Grady of Globe. They were yellowish in
tint, but no information regarding their exact locality was obtained. White, colorless
speci mens were also received from W. A. Neal , D

A.L. FLAGG THUMBNAIL MINERAL
CONTEST FOR JUNIOR MEMBERS

Rules
Each junior member can enter 10 thumbnail specimens.
They must be in thumbnail boxes.
They must be labeled as to what they are and where they are from.
Juniors can collect specimens, trade for them, buy them, use specimens handed
out at the meetings.
1 They will judged on presentation (label completeness and neatness) and what the
specimens are.

=4 =4 -4 -9

The contest will be held at the December meeting of MSA, and prizes will be
awarded.
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UPCOMING ARIZONA GEM & MINERAL SHOWS

October 13 -14, 2012 - Sierra Vista, AZ

Annual Show - Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club

Cochise Community College, 901 N. Columbo Ave.

Sat. 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m., Sun. 10:00 a.m.  -4:00 p.m. - Free Admission
Contact: Maudie Bailey, P.O. Box 1596, Sierra Vista, AZ, 85635

(520) 378 -6291, gmbailey@msn.com , www.huachucamineralandgemclub.info

October 20 -21, 2012 - Phoenix, AZ

Earth Science Museum Family Days Rock & Gem Show
Swap$mart, 5115 North 27th Avenue, Phoenix

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Admission: $1.00 - Children under 12: FREE

Contact: Shirley Cote, (602) 973 -4291, crystalcl7@gmail.com
www.earthsciencemuseum.org

October 20 -21, 2012 - Sedona, AZ

Annual Show - Sedona Gem & Mineral Club

Red Rock High School, 995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd.

Sat. 10:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m., Sun. 10:00 a.m.  -4:00 p.m.

Admission: Adults $2.00, children free

Contact: Gayle Macklin, P.O. Box 3284, Sedona, AZ, 86340

(520) 921 -0100, gayleis@gmail.com , www.sedonagemandmineral.com

November 2 -4, 2012 - Black Canyon City, AZ

36th Annual Show & Sale - Braggin Rock & High Desert Helpers

High Desert Park,19001 Jacie Ln.

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.; Free Admission

Contact: Don Ingalls, P.O. Box 212, Black Canyon City, AZ, 85324 -0212
(623) 374 -0202, riverdiva@gmail.com

November 3 -4, 2012 - Phoenix, AZ

Retail Show - Sharon Szymanski and Val Latham

El Zaribah Shriner's Auditorium, 552 N. 40th St.

Sat. 10:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m., Sun. 10:00 a.m.  -4:00 p.m.

Admission:  Adults $3.00, Children (under 12) free with adult

Contact: Sharon Szymanski, 1792 E. Laddoos Ave., San Tan Valley, AZ, 85140
(480) 215 -9101, goldcanyon2@yahoo.com

November 10 -11, 2012 - Lake Havasu City, AZ

Annual Show - Lake Havasu City Gem & Mineral Society

Lake Havasu Agquatic Center, Rods and Relics Hall, 100 Park Ave.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m., Sun. 9:00 a.m.  -4:00 p.m.

Vendor Chairperson: Dee Robinson, gemshow@live.com

November 17 -18, 2012 - Payson, AZ
Payson Rimstones Rock Club, Mazatzal Casino, Payson, AZ,;
Contact: Margaret Jones, (928) 476 -3513, magieaberry@gmail.com

November 24 -25, 2012 - Wickenburg, AZ
Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Society, Wickenburg Community Center
Contact: Beth Myerson, myerbd@gmail.com
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OCTOBER 2012 COALITION FIELD TRIP

OCTOBER 27, 2012
oOLost Onyx Mineo
LED BY PAYSON RIMSTONES ROCK CLUB, INC
9:30 a.m.
Camp Verde

We will meet at the Shell Service Station at the junction of Highway 260 and Salt Mine

Rd at 9:30 a.m. Saturday Oct 27 th. This Shell Station is not at the junction of I -17

and 260. It is about 2.2 miles East on 260 from | -17 just past South Main St in
Camp Verde.

Lost Onyx Mine has white, orange, yellow and blue calcite running through it as well
as some sulfur. It makes for good show pieces, yard rocks and silent auction
material. The mine will be reachable by high clearance vehicles and a one half mile

hike up _and down a canyon. Bring a pack or bucket to haul material and plan on a
moderate to strenuous hike depending on your physical condition.

Once we leave the Service Station on 260 and Salt Mine Rd. we will travel to Forest Rd
574 on the paved Salt Mine Rd. The Forest Rd. will be 7.3 miles of dirt road past
Chasm Creek and just before the Brown Springs Ranch dead end gate at Gap Creek.

Bring (plenty of) water , your lunch, pack and crow bar for prying materials loose. At
the end of August when | did a trip to the site there was plenty of material on the
ground, so digging was not required.

Contact Info: Barry Jones (928) 476 -3513 or email at:
barrythebearjones@gmail.com

Pl ease put in Subject 00ct Coal it d T
Thanks & and we hope to see you there!!
Barry Jones
Margaret Jones will bake some cookies to share - and for those of you who do not
wish to climb up or down the hillsideébring
we park. The view is beautiful!
WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS! MEMBER NEWS
Doug Duffy & Shirley Coté We heard recently from Jeff Langland,
Phoenix, AZ Leo Langlandds son,
ill. Please remember him in your
Tish Hunter thoughts and prayers. Address is as
Scottsdale, AZ follows:
Joined September 2012 Courtyard Towers
22 N. Robson, Room 301
Welcome to the MSA! Mesa, AZ 85201

t ha
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Ray Grant and Chris Whitney -Smith presented MSA's Certificates of Appreciation after the
August 30, 2012, Flagg Mineral Foundation meeting to express gratitude to the following:

1
1

Phil Richardson for his generous donations of flats of top quality mineral specimens to MSA
Junior Members

Dana Slaughter for his incredible knowledge in identifying mystery minerals and his
generous donation of flats for the MSA Mineral Collection

Bill Yedowitz for his many hours working with Chris Whitney -Smith in helping inventory
and provide a valuation of MSA's world class Mineral Collection

Phil Richardson (left) accepting his certificate Dana Slaughter (left) accepting his certificate
Treasurers Report - April - August 2012
Lynne Dyer, Treasurer

Income:
Books Sold (D. Slaughter) $108.00
Dues $12.00
Raffles $53.00

TOTAL $173.00

Expenses:
Meeting Place ($65 X 5 mos.) $325.00
Speakers $200.00
Storage Unit (thru 12 -31-12) $336.30
Lock Key $6.50
P.O. Box $26.00
AZ Corporation Commission $10.00
Website $77.17
Business Cards $63.70
Plastic Containers & Frames $76.70
Earth Science Museum $100.00
Bulletin (printing, stamps) $45.38

Bill Yedowitz (left) accepting his certificate Refreshments _ $11.79
TOTAL $1,278.54
COA Photos by Mike Williams Checking Account Balance $3,571.63




